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SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION: U.S. NAVY LOSING CONTROL OF EAST SEA 

1 . LOCAL PRESS FEB 3-5 HAS PLAYED UP TESTIMONY OF U.S. 

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS JAMES HOLLOWAY BEFORE HOUSE 
ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE. CNO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT WHILE 
IN THE 1950'S THE U.S. HAD CONTROL OF THE EAST SEA 

(SEA OF JAPAN), ANY OPERATION THERE NOW WOULD BE AT 
SUFFERANCE OF SOVIETS. 

2. SEVERAL EDITORIALS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER REPORTED 
SOVIET SUPREMACY IN EAST SEA. HANKUK ILBO SAW DEVELOPMENT 
AS SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR ROK WHICH IS CONFRONTED ON BOTH 
LAND AND SEA BY NORTH KOREA. HANKUK EDITORIAL POINTS OUT 
THAT "VICTORY" IN KOREAN WAR DURE TO CONTROL OF SEA. 

3. AS COUNTER TO NAVAL THREAT HANKUK ILBO'S ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE VERSION, THE KOREA TIMES, CALLED ON ROK TO FIRST 
IMPROVE ASW CAPABILITIES, THEN TO BUILD SUBMARINE FLEET 
TO MATCH NORTH KOREA'S SUBMARINE FORCES AND FINALLY 
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COMBINED SOVIET UNION, PRC AND NORTH KOREAN FLEETS. 

4. CHOSUN ILBO, WHILE POINTING OUT THAT LARGE SOVIET 
BUILD UP IS IN PART AIMED AT PRC, USED NEWS OF SOVIET 
NAVAL BUILD-UP AS OPPORTUNITY TO WARN OF GENERAL 
DANGEROUS SHIFT IN POWER BALANCE NOW TAKING PLACE BECAUSE 
OF U.S. POLICY OF "DETENTE". ENGLISH LANGUAGE KOREAN 
HERALD SIMILARLY USED HOLLOWAY STORY AS VEHICLE TO 
CRITICIZE DETENTE WHICH HAS LED "TO THE STEADY 
RETRENCHMENT OF U.S. POLICY AND POWER, A RETRENCHMENT 
THAT PROVED MORE OFTEN UNILATERAL THAN NOT." 
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